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“Epic poetry and tragedy comedy also and dithyrambic poetry and

musicofthe flute and of the lyre in most of their forms are all in their

general perception modes of imitation”?
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“Poetryingeneral seemsto have sprung from two causes each of them
lyingdeep inour nature. First the instinct of imitation is implanted in
man from childhood and difference between him and other animals
being thathe is mostimitative of living creatures and throughimitation
learns earliest lessons.....Next there is instinct of harmony and

rhythm.”
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“All human beings by nature desire knowledge”.
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“Itis notthe function ofthe poetto relate whathas happened but what

may happen according to the laws of probability or necessity”"
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"The poetrepresents men as worse than they are. He represents men

betterthaninreal life based on material supplied by history. The poet

selects and orders his material and recreates reality.”?
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