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Although Maimunah was a fool
Her father kept the golden rule;
He had a torch to guide his feet
Through all the perils of the street.’
(bl ¥l B ela 1
Ols—d ) s ay gl salili gl A Bl ciaas
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Fools take the prize
And cruelty lives on,
While wisdom dies
And kindness is undone.
If | come free
I’ll swear to change my ways,
And practise ignorance and cruelty

Through all my days.’
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When you passed on by my tent door
| said goodbye to all the world,
Forgetting how to love for ever more

When you passed on

If you come back the way you went
| pray you take my body up,
And set it in a calm grave near your tent

When you come back.

If your dear voice recall the tones,
The sweetness of the way you said my name,
Kneel down, dear love, and say the same;

Il answer with the clicking of my bones."

33/1 «The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night *
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O chosen father of the sweet speech of the kings,
Bright burning face that cools the red of the fire,
Face of young light, that shall behold undimmed
Time putting wrinkles in the face of time,
As a cool cloud covers a parched hill
So you have covered me over with love-presents,
Who are yourself the peak of glory’s hill,
Destiny’s darling. She can refuse you nothing.?
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Come back and so will we,
Keep faith and we’ll keep faith,

But if you show us treachery

It shall be to your scathe.”
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Go out from the city;
There are friends and life

In being under black tents.

Let your soul
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Take root in the brown earth
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And make your friends of strangers.

Is not water rotten
Until it wanders?
Is the moon remarkable

Until it wanes?

What virtue has a lion in the wood;
Or an arrow

Hiding against the bow?

What is gold in the rock;

Or aloe-wood in the tree?

Go out from the city;
There are friends and life

In being under black tents."
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Blind diver in the dark
Of night and loss,
Luck delights not in energy;
Cease, and be still.?
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Be not astonished that the golden wind

Blows the world forward, leaving you behind;
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There are no dinars in a rose-wood pen
For any but a merchant’s hand to find."
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--- but suddenly an enormous Ifrit appeared who
approached him, brandishing a sword and crying: Rise up,
that | may slay you as you have been slain my child --- then
said the merchant to the Ifrit: ‘Know, O great Ifrit, that | am

a Believer and know not how to lie. Now | have many riches

20/1 <The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night *
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and children and a wife, also | have at my home deposits
which have been trusted to me.*
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After this, he once more cast his net into the sea, again
invoking the name of Allah, and waited for it to sink. This
time, in spite of all his efforts, he could not move the net an

inch, so hard was it held against the rocks below the water.
Again he undressed, crying: Be it as Allah wills!?
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She comes, a torch in the shadows, and it is day;
Her light more brightly lights the dawn.
Suns leap from out her beauty
And moons are born in the smiling of her eyes.
Ah, that the veils of her mystery might be rent
And the folk of the world lie ravished at her feet.
Forced by the great light of her sweet glancing
Wet tears smart forth from every watching eye.’

b LS Ladals il J8 138 5 2SN 8 2 55 Y 5 ) aall 028
She has overthrown
A thousand forts of steel and stone
Calling ‘My own!’
Her eyes are black decoys,
Her hairs are hunting-nets for boys;
But she names them joys.>
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Friend, trust not at all in women, smile at their promising,
For they lower or they love at the caprice of their parts.
Filled to the mouth with deceit, they lavish a lying love
Even while the very floss fringing their silks is faithless.
Respect and remember the words of Yusuf. Forget not
Iblis worked all Adam’s woe with one woman.

Rail not, my friend. At this house, at whom you are railing,
Mild love tomorrow will give place to madness.

Say not: “If | love, I'll escape the follies of loving,”

But rather:”Only a miracle brings a man safe from among
them.”?
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Love at my door
Knocked and | gave him bed.
When sleep saw this
He took offence and fled.
‘Give me back sleep;

Where has he gone?’ | said.

They said: ‘Our friend

That kept the sure straight way,
Who has done this

To send you so astray,

To lead you blind

Into the sand?’ said they.

| said: ‘Not I’
But she must answer make.
| could but cry:

My blood, which is hers to take,

55/1 s ald calf !
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Lies heavily

Not spilled yet for her sake.

| chose a girl

To put my thought in her;
She is my thought,

My thought’s her imager;
Now she is gone

Fire is my comforter.

See for yourselves!

Even Allah like a lover

From molten threads

Of the syrup of life wove her;
Then made all gems

And fruits with what was over’.

But they said: ‘Fool,
Small joy and, for the rest,
Torture and tears

And hugging to the breast
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Shades on a pool.

The first drink is the best.’

‘If am drunk

| came not so by drinking
It was enough

To see the ruby winking
There in the glass—

Sleep was it too, I’'m thinking.

It’s not that time

Has passed, but that so has she,
It’s not that love

Won't last, but that nor will she,
Not that life’s gone,

But that she’s gone from me.

My soul is bound
By the scents of her body,
Jasmine and musk

And rose of her body,
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Amber and nard,

The scents of her body.”*
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Even the stones of which the house is made
Rejoiced when they had heard that you were coming;
And when you came they bowed and swayed
Behind your steps and made a pleasant humming,
Stone rubbing against stone with this whisper:
She’s here, she’s here, she’s here, she’s here, she’s here!®
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He is so dear, we might surmise
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That every heart

Would surely break apart,

And when he fixed it with his eyes

The broken heart go up in ardencies.

He is so fair, we could aver
That Allah had
Made him, and we could add
That even on such a Jeweller
Such making did a certain fame confer.!
S b AT pamsa b sla s
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Each thing he does is a new pearl to bless
The holy throat of his bride, Righteousness;
And if my lips adventure to his hand

They kiss the five white keys of happiness®
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Sweet and slim is the boy

With hair of shadows paling the night

And a brow of light

Making the stars seem grey.

My eyes have turned his way

And found a joy

Of which | dare not speak

In a nut-brown beauty spot

Which he has got

Below his dark eye on his rose-leaf cheek.?
ol LS QI 3 S0 (o AT A i Legl 1

Drink at his mouth,

Forgetting the full red cups and reeling bowls.
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Drink at his eyes,

Forgetting the purple scent of the vine.

Drink at his cheeks,

Forgetting the life of roses poured in crystal.

Drink at his heart,
Forgetting everything.
(LS (e pnge Belag
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If you desire these sweet fain limbs of mine
To comfort you like wine,
Turn not aside;
But if you lust after my misery,
My torment, and not me,

Be satisfied.>

b Last (s AT daa i Lagl

133/1 Al jaadl !
45/1 bl Al alf ?
47/1 <The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night 3

166



digl) dlaa
Cease this parting as of years,

| have no more tears.

Your absence is no longer needed,

It has succeeded.

Men have the months and years always,

Women but a day.

How shall | call a murder on
You, when the body’s nearly gone

That showed what you had done?

How cry a debt when the wet
White cheek hardly remaineth yet

Where was written the debt?
My sighs fan up your flame,

That would be well if the game

You hunted were still the same.
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Mussalmans, make a feud,

Cover him with the rude

Hates of multitude.

Yet do not—for all that he
Felt of your cruelty

Would be felt by me.

Rather crush me beneath your feet
And he’ll not feel his pulses beat

At the other side of the street.’
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The Giver has been sung since time was new
But Givers with a hand like yours are few,
So first and foremost we will look to God
And when He fails us we will look to you®
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