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“My country can never forget the numerous acts of kindness received at

your Highness” hands, and which were marked by a promptness which

. . . II‘I
deserves the just admiration of the world” .
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“Beyond the city gates, there is a very considerable population, living in
huts, constructed of reeds and mats. Here, too, we found two or three
coffes of rude character. They may be compared to cages; the walls are
made of stout reeds, or split bamboo, lashed together crosswise, and the
roofs are thatched with palm leaves. The furniture and fixtures consist of
wooden forms for the guests to lounge upon, while they smoke a sort of
pipe, called a hubble-bubble in which the smoke is drawn through water,
and a stone counter behind which the host is always seen in attendance,
either making or dispensing coffee which is served very hot, in small

bowls, without cream or sugar"z.
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“The huts are constructed of palm leaves, and are arranged without regard
to order. None of them is more than ten feet high, some have round, and

some have conical roofs, and all are enclosed in small yards, the fences of

which are also of palm leaves”.
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“In the suburb there are a few scanty gardens, whose existence depends
upon irrigation from wells --- The well about Muscat were originally dug at
the expense of individuals and by them bequeathed to the public. The

Sultan supplies an ox and a slave for each, and those who use the water

pay a tax in grain"z.
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“---in one place they were making ‘holwah’ in great copper pan, in which the
materials were stirred with sticks as they boiled by naked Arabs, who were
sweating profusely over their toil. Holwah is a very favorite sweetmeat,

constituted of sugar, almonds and butter or ghee, properly mingled o
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“Women spend their whole time in perfuming, dressing, and decorating
themselves. They are fond of dress, and are generally very expensive
creatures. A gentleman’s wife must have at least four Cashmiere shawls, a
green, a blue, a red, and a white, then she must have a ruby or a diamond
ring for every toe, as well as for every finger, and few wives have not from
two to seven thousand dollars” worth of jewelry to wear on particular
occasions. Then they are so jealous. There is no living. Our law allows us
four wives, and as many concubines as one pleases; and it is necessary to

have some as servants to your wife. For that reason, every gentleman has
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three or four Circassian or Abyssinian slaves, who soon become as jealous
as the wife himself. If they do not enjoy a reasonable share of their
master’s attention, which they usually seek with great assiduity, because if
they have issue, they are free, for no man is willing that his offspring should
be considered slaves, which they must be, if the mother remain in a state of
bondage. Indeed, in my own house, they sometimes get into such quarrels,
that| am obliged to absent myself for days from the whole of them”".
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“When a man marries he does not see his destined bride until after the
marriage ceremony has been performed but to gain some knowledge of
the lady he depends upon the report of some old woman generally a
servant in his family, whom he sends to make her observations. In this
way, he gets a pretty good description of the lady’s personal charms, and
he must trust to look for the rest. If satisfied with the report, he then makes
proposals, through a priest, who asks the lady whether she is willing to
take such an individual for a husband, and on gaining her consent, the
father is informed of it but he, as well as all her male relations, are careful
to absent themselves at the time of the wedding. Though so carefully
secluded, intrigue and faithlessness amongst women is very rare, because
the disgrace attached to the crime, extends not only to her immediate

family, but also to the whole tribe to which she may belong"q.
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“Another check is that the husband can put away his wife, at any moment,
by saying simply, “I divorce you”, and terrible are these words in the ears of
a woman, after which they are no longer man and wife, he gives her the
property she may claim as her own, and sends her back to her father’s
house. After that, he cannot again see her face, unless the marriage
ceremony be again performed. In this way, a man may separate from his
wife three times, but cannot marry her a fourth time, until after she has

. 111
been the wife of another” .
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“A most inflexible observance of the precepts of their religion is a principal
feature in the character of these people for nothing will prevent them from
praying at the appointed hour. The officer who came on board of the ship,
before we arrived, never omitted prayer at noon, and at four o’clock in the

afternoon. He never hesitated to signify it was his hour, and, spreading out
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his turban on the quarterdeck, turned his face towards Mecca, and went
through his genuflexions and prayer with the same formality that he

would have observed in a holy temple of the Prophet"1.
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“One day, he had occasion to take medicine, but did not swallow it till he
had muttered a prayer, which, in his mind at least, increased the beneficial
qualities of the potion, and then, with a look of pious resignation, drained
the drugs 7
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“Education is not much attended to in the Sultan’s dominions. Children
generally are only taught to read and write and recite passages from the
Koran. The wealthy send their sons to Bombay, Calcutta and occasionally
to Persia, for instruction. Physicians study their profession in the latter
country, but are not considered by the Arabs themselves trustworthy as
surgeons. In this section of the East the Persian language is what French is
in Europe, a court language, which all the educated speak. Some of those
who have been educated in British India pay considerable attention to
English. I saw in the house of one gentleman the novels of Scott and
Cooper. As yet the engine of knowledge and civilization, the press, has not
been introduced into Muscat and it is to be regretted because under the
government of so rational a monarch as Qyed Sayeed bin Sultan, it would

. . . . . I/,I
be a perennial fountain of blessings and benefits to the subjects” .
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“At several stalls, the only store-room was a large chest, set fast in
masonry. Here we saw several Beloches, burnishing sword blades, which
they held fast upon the ground with their feet, while they rubbed them
with burnishers --- Here sat, amongst his drugs, a long, skinny-fingered
apothecary, here he squatted, with herbs and simples spread on the

L . . . 6
ground, weighing out the quantities of a writen prescription ---"".
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“The articles exposed in the bazaar for sale, were similar to those seen in
Muscat; beads, bracelets, cottons, sticks of antimony, (the sulphuret)

rosebuds, sandals, senna leaves etc.”.
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“Amongst various articles brought on board for sale, were khungers, and
swords, some of which were of Persian manufacture’, but most of them
were made in England for this market. The attar of roses, and jasmine
flowers, were brought off in considerable quantities, but neither of them is
manufactured in Arabia. They are brought from Constantinople, both by

the way of the Red Sea, and over the land to Persia, and down the
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Euphrates, and thus find their way to all parts of India, being articles much

used by wealthy everywhere in the East”".
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“--- The pearls of Bahrain are not so white as those of Ceylon, or of Japan;
but they are larger than those of the former, and of a more regular form than
those of the latter place. Their color inclines to yellow, but they possess an
advantage over others, in maintaining their luster; while the white ones,
particularly in hot climates, in the course of time, lose their brilliance. The
shell, known as nacre, or mother of pearl, is applied to many purposes, in all
parts of Asia. The pearls if irregular form and size pass to Constantinople and
Turkey; the large ones are worn as ornaments in the hair, and the small ones
are employed in embroidery. The perfect ones are sent to Surat, and all parts
of Hindoostan. There is a little fear of much diminution in their consumption

. . . "2
or price, in the east. They are passion of the women ---"".

LeSdg OLLT of (e ¢J¥ (ol daiols sliagy cwd cpymdl (Y ) iz 3
oo Lesd OF 09 - s ¥ el e J¥ (0 ST Alatie LISCATg i Lo ST

79 o dwds )u\.ml\ !
83-82 Lo cduuis supall’

184



digl dlas

of on> @& L Lblaas| & Jiems Lane (e Buioguas lles Ll ) aia¥1 051
B B3J5 ) Lol s Ll 9201 3 Ao ls (a3l pe Ly wdas eLagdl o JU)
u*l-‘ ”@".N ;J)U\ Ui .5! eLL.wI ;—L?vi 2&.6,\5‘3 gab.r_i suad ‘,M il ‘91 p.‘zz.”
Lz xS0y LS5y Adaibawall ) Juuild Welazie plesl of JISCAT L
Jl Jeod AaaSU Ll ulatll § puseiads Sanially addl § 2usS ausgud
oolazily Llaniul 418 (o gl Sla o ¥ il g iy 28Ky g digue
Sl s i ) e o G piladl K S, o 2 nadds) of eladds
Lol Oslids coall OS5 91 651 ailiany lia
Legdy Aol plas sanl ol el

laglall oo e nidds; b o,8s Locus L US oo

0¥ g Lag osllalud! ¥

Sl e ot ) atliass Sl md paddl ol clidsl o olaludls
alse 529 alydl dlil cd 7> a8 goatlls Aeln adl e sohide 4] die Jua,
ailile 31,805 olabadl  olaall Cpall 530S slradl e ads ailinls elall

o majied G (29 6aS deal daleall sily pane Aol Lwdly ¥ Anls dalec
oo Al Guydis o ASYI Gl oLz gy 4l 6"(=LA‘>4"4. il olbladl Ceane

84 Lo cdudi yigall |
84 Lo cdudi yauall’
85 Lo cdudi supall’
84 Lo cdudi yugall
78 o cduudi yigall’
84 Lo cdudti yasall’

185



digl dlas

Aol Jeor z3ged Ollidl ynd .'ad dnl Yy S¥ol dacwe 41 DL Caliss
Osaslll Byzd dzs juadll Jous Losiad 203l Gleal o iSOl 4d dmgy Dl
sty ymell Laslys il paay bl (e Aegiuan @ Iladly cllanud
o) oaddl alisdl 3 Bl 2Ll e sl Guodll Ggtly alizdl 5,51
olaladl @G> olill 8 Glgaall J5ay Blasy Jslas 3all ile e Oposds
Good " ¥ "eSile BLdl" cnekiadl cpall Bole e Ogalig ol os¥sls
SLWJ@ 31 tole o "morning

s LS Byl s mladl a2l e 5lad 5,2 siey olalal Les

dl crseal) ae ol ¥ T plalidd) Bole (a9 Lo ging0 plakall S cling Losie
socall sda § cpseall 38y 143 il Gl oy md p0B Lo Ig5lily g plakall
Olssl Laly < iall e Zegibgn Aplall Slolmad! i 5o 9,5T Oslsius
Liwadl oo o 9sSl o Bratiae mila¥ls padyll O LS Y1 ek oo oIS
28521 e S lgal okt ¥ oyally . Ludyd (e Osmmaall s psial Loty
Bl e oS5 @ 15 38541 plas p5a3 membiol ) S il 05T 2 U
A5 plabs a9 a1 (e ST lilals mdiuat coall alasg las¥l sda (e (ol
ool ailly (i st oo 2330 Aolll il "UST GG oy UL
2o 319 slndl @mlll e Bl Ayhay s Uy Agglas S LK 52K

85 Lo cducdi yipall |
79 yo cdundi yuuall’
79 G cdudi ysall’
69 Lo «duiti yigall ’
79 G cdudi ysall’
79 yo cdudi yauall’
79 yo cddi sasall’
80 Lo <A sopall®
80 Lo cdudti yosall’

186



digl dlas

3o s3le IS8 i sall Jta IS Loy a1 5¥1 S gy Gyl @S5Sy Sl
A Jio yinal ;5% pandly panl Lusay calally 5% e pius A8y 2o
zlazlly cially sl Lal b o Ao @ oz gg slxll 3l ol olxdl
29 Bl e Aegunge i alalall (o 2aS oda IS .ol il 1931 (e ayaally
e sl Ly Jaling sz sda JS S LS (Leadly 0985 Lo il o
Lale colS sda o) Aolis oy 8 Lo Lo oo sl of 3ol e Coaasd 4ol
Cnbid 3 89all celid udg Liclidlg Liaabs 13 (o il pellall @lansg Buiatis
sl B9l Jolis uag (azlid M Ao S @9 Olgwe e Otiall (0 Aegiumn
Shaall e @bl Toel LS ccius JSI aosdl Saadl § Al isliey pusl!
Ll Byaleg Gllabudl J53 Ladasy (53 591!

syl Boall sl

o 130 addes 3898 J| mrms odd diad g Bgumag e O ollabd! o) Lo
Ayl B9l e DS Sty o) Sy Auls ) 4558 (e il 52500459
ooy hadly ¥l s Aylees Ags Glae S 1 ¢y el Jals ¢y lalud
13,k Lea 93,0 cuddl (ATl S0 Bpslan @ L (S5 o1 1089 Jlaally el
widl e laaas @ ellsS By dl ollaladl 393 (S5 @ld lia ey 3
ey Do 3lend! 1da 39 OlusSLl

“The Arabs Navy, under a blood red flag, at present, consists of seventy five
vessels, (built on the coast of Malabar) carrying from four to fifty-six guns

each. His principal officers were educated at Bombay or Calcutta, and his

ships are in effective discipline”.
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“A large portion of the Sultan’s time is occupied at the divan, above
mentioned, in hearing petitions, and administering justice in criminal
cases. All litigation involving property is decided by four judges. There are
no lawyers in the place, and the parties only advise and counsel with their
friends. Theft is not common, but instances of personal quarrel are
frequent, and are often decided on the spot, by an appeal to the Khunger
or sword. Murder is a capital offence, unless the relatives of the deceased
are willing to commute the sentence for money; in which case they usually

. . 12
accept of one thousand dollars. Duelling is unknown ---"".
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“There is here an insurance company, all the members of which are
Banyans; and notwithstanding said an Arab merchant to me, “The Quran

requires the Moslem to trust in God alone, for success in all transactions,
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the merchants of Muscat usually insure their ships and cargoes, before

committing them to the perils of the great deep"1.
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“Captain Calfeun expressed his astonishment that such a silly

custum should prevail amongst sensible and rational people (that)
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“Blind beggars are numerous in the streets, and, in spite of the
recommendation in the Koran to give alms, and the declaration which
Mohammed is said to have made, they receive but little, and are leftin
a most pitiable condition. They sit on the ground, with a hand
extended, while the other is pressed across the breast, beseeching
charity, in most lugubrious tones. | asked a sailor, “who belonged to
the boat which was sent from Mazeira to Muscat, what sort of a place
the city was” “I hardly know, sir” he replied, “It is all what they call a
bazaar and a dirty hole it is, and the people seem to be dying like
rotten sheep”.
“What seems to be the matter?”
“I don’t know; but they are sitting about in the dirt, and groaning as if
they were in great pain”.

“What did you think was the cause of their groaning?”
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“The Arabs are of small stature and have small heads. They are proud,
hospitable, and taciturn, nor are they moved with concord
conversation, properly so-called is not common amongst them, which
may be considered as an evidence of want of civilization. They are said

. 2
to be cheats and not trustworthy, by those who have dealt with them” .
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“Mohammed obliged his followers to prey five times twenty-four
hours at certain stated times --- for this institution, he pretended to
have received the divine command from the throne of God himself”.*
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“--- and the observing of the stated times of prayer is frequently

insisted on in the Koran though they be not particularly prescribed
therein”.’
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“Those who are scrupulously pious, prepare themselves for prayer,
either in a mosque or any place that is clean, and utter a certain

number of praises or ejeculations S
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“--- but lay aside their costly habit and pompous ornaments, if they

wear any, when they approach the devine presence lest they should
seem proud and arrogant"1.
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“They do not admit their women to prey with them in public that sex

being obliged to perform their devotion at home or if they visit the

mosques must be at a time when the men are not there for the

Moslems are of opinion that their presence inspire a different kind of
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devotion from that which is requisite in a place dedicated to the
worship of God"".
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