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"Of all the divisions of Asia the southern, containing the tratry of
Hindustan, is distinguished by the richness and diversity of its
productions. Here we not only find, with very few exceptions, all
the products of other parts of civilized Asia, but so great a variety
peculiar to its own climate, that it would appear as if a new and
more beautiful creation had sprug up under the hand of nature.
Nearly all the spices, which become necessary to mankind in excat
proportion to the progress of luxuary and refinement, have at all
times been peculiar to this region, while two of the most important
articles used in clothing, viz., cotton and silk, were first produced
here, and continue to be so in an especial degree, though their
cultivation has been gradually extended to other countires.... The
influence which an intercourse with India may have had on the
civilisation of mankind, is a question worthy the close attention of
the philosophical student of history, and one which not
withstanding the important illustration, it has of late received, has
been by no means sufficiently illucidated, it is of the greatest
consequence to ascertain the channels through which, at various
periods, it found its way, or into which it was conducted; and the
whole course of history tends to prove that the countries which
became the staples or depots of this commerce, uniformly attained a

high degree of opulence and refinement; which, however, gradually
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changed the habits and corrupted the manners of their inhabitants;

at the same time that these were softened, sowing among them the

seeds of luxury, and consequently of decline and ruin.!
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"And before this city" (a place near Fu-chau) "came under the garet Can these
people knew not how to make fine sugar: they only used to boil and skim the
juice, which when cold, left a black paste. But after they came under the Great
Can some men of Babylonia" (i. e., of Cairo) "who happened to be at the court
proceeded to this city and taught the people to refine the sugar with the ashes
of certain trees" — 1298 A. D.
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1. Morrison's History of M. A. O. College (edited by Safi
Ahmad Kakorwi), Aligarh, 1968.
Muhammad Ali, My life — A Fragment, Lahore, 1946.
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Selected Documents from Aligarh Archives, Aligarh Muslim
University Press, 1967.
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1875 — 1895 (compiled by Muhsinul Mulk), Institute Press,
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